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14 days of home quarantine mandatory for
P- 7
Kumbh Mela returnees in Delhi
NH reopens
to traffic

The Jammu-Srinagar national highway, which was
closed yesterday due to
landslides and shooting
stones triggered by rains on
Ramban-Banihal stretch,
was reopened to vehicular
traffic today.
Soon after the road was
blocked, the official men
and
machinery
were
pressed into service and the
road was cleared of landslides as a result of which it
was thrown open to traffic
late Saturday night, official
sources said.
Cont. on P9 ¾

Jawan shoots self
dead at Ramban

An Army jawan was alleged to have committed
suicide by shooting himself
dead with his service
weapon at Ukhral in Ramban district of Jammu.
Official sources said Sepoy Hanuman Choudhary
allegedly shot himself dead
with his service weapon in a
camp of 12 Rashtriya Rifles
(RR) at Ukhral at about
12.30 am.He was said to
have died on the spot. Police
had taken cognizance of the
incident and started a probe
into it. The reason behind
the provocation was, however, yet to be ascertained,
the sources added.

Erratic weather in J&K,
improvement likely
from Monday
Weather in J&K and
Ladakh remained erratic on
Sunday as moderate rain in
plains and light snowfall occurred on the hills of the two
union territories.
"Moderate rain in plains
and light snowfall occurred
on the hills of J&K and
Ladakh during the last 24
hours.
"We are expecting improvement from tomorrow
onwards", an official of the
meteorological (MET) de
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Covid-19: Jammu
1st distt to vaccinate
over 50 pc people
aged 45 & above

In the latest guidelines issued for effective control of Covid-19
pandemic and prevent
its further spread, the
LG's administration today ordered the closure of all universities,
colleges and schools
for physical class work
till 15 May.
The government also set
limits for gatherings at funerals, indoor events and
outdoor gatherings as
Covid cases continue to
register an upward trend in
J&K.
Making the announce-

Centres (CNCs) should not
be restricted during such interventions.
"Similarly those centres
which have been identified
as dedicated COVID-19
hospitals should continue
providing uninterrupted
COVID-19 vaccination services," the order said.
The ministry also said
that vaccination services
should be provided in a separate building/block in
these hospitals that are distinctly separated from the
building block where management of COVID-19 patients is being done.
"This will ensure that

NEW DELHI, APR 18:
The Union Health Ministry
has written to States/UTs to
ensure that movement restriction imposed by them
for curbing COVID-19
spread does not adversely
impact the vaccination exercise, by restricting access
of beneficiaries to the
COVID vaccination centres.
In
the
letter
to
States/UTs, the ministry
said it is being advised that
the vaccination services
should not be affected by
COVID-19 curfews, lockdowns and the movement
of beneficiaries to and from
COVID-19
Vaccination

In a major administrative
reshuffle, the government
today ordered the transfers
and postings of 66 officers.
Munir-ul-Islam, Director
Archives, Archaeology and
Museums, J&K, is transferred and posted as Chief
Executive Officer/Secretary, J&K Building and
Other Construction Workers Welfare Board, vice
Muzafer Ahmad Pir, who
shall report to GAD for further posting.
Rahul Pandey, Additional
Secretary in LG's secretariat, holding additional
charge of Director Informa-

tion, J&K, shall also hold
the charge of Director,
Archives, Archaeology and
Museums, J&K and Secretary, J&K Academy of Art,
Culture and Languages, in
addition to his own duties
till further orders.
Showkat Aijaz Bhat,
awaiting orders of adjustment in GAD, is posted as
Commissioner, State Taxes,
J&K, relieving Prediman
Krishen Bhat, Additional
Commissioner, State Taxes
(Tax Planning, Policy & Advance Ruling) of the additional charge of the post.
Jatinder Singh, Director
of Food, Civil Supplies &
Consumer Affairs, Jammu,
is transferred and posted as
Director
Floriculture,

No standing will be allowed," it said.
The district superintendents of police were directed to ensure that this is
strictly complied with and
punitive measures are
taken under relevant sections of law.
"The existing guideline
for compulsory testing of
all incoming passengers to
J&K shall be strongly enforced," the LG's office
said.
"All passengers or travellers coming to J&K,
whether by rail, road or air,
will have to compulsorily
undergo a Covid-19 antigen test through any of the
prescribed methods as per
Cont. on P9 ¾

India sees all-time
high of 2,61,500
Covid cases,
1,501 deaths

beneficiaries of vaccination
are not inadvertently exposed to COVID-19 in these
hospitals," read the letter.
Covid-19 vaccination has
become mandatory in view
of a spike in infections
across the country. People
have been urged to follow
Covid SOPs, like wearing
face masks and maintaining
social distancing, in letter
and spirit as and when they
move out of their houses.
Those, who are inoculated, have also been asked
to follow all Covid guidelines issued by the Ministry
of Home Affairs from time

NEW DELHI, APR 18:
A record single-day rise of
2,61,500 Coronavirus infections has taken India's total
tally of COVID-19 cases to
1,47,88,109, while active
cases have surpassed the
18-lakh mark, according to
Union Health Ministry data
updated on Sunday.
The death toll increased
to 1,77,150 with a record
1,501 new fatalities, the data
updated at 8 am showed.
Registering a steady increase for the 39th day in a
row, the active cases stand
at 18,01,316, comprising
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In major reshuffle, 66
officers transferred, posted

Jammu has become the
first district in J&K to have
vaccinated over half of it
population aged 45 and
above against COVID-19.
Taking to Twitter, DC,
Jammu, Anshul Garg said
that a total of 2.14 lakh jabs
had been inoculated to the
individuals in the age group.
"Kudos to Team Jammu
as it becomes the first district in J&K to vaccinate
over 50 pc of its estimated
45+ population. 2.14 lakh
jabs to accomplish the milestone thanks to people led

Rahul suspends
all rallies in Bengal
as Covid situation
worsens

Jammu.
Nitu Gupta, Mission Director, ICDS, J&K, is transferred and posted as Additional Commissioner, State
Taxes (Administration and
Enforcement), Jammu.
Prediman Krishen Bhat,
Additional Commissioner,
State Taxes (Tax Planning,
Policy & Advance Ruling),
holding additional charge of
Commissioner, State Taxes,
J&K, is transferred and
posted as Director, Development Expenditure, Division-I, Finance Department, against an available
vacancy.
Tariq Ahmad Zargar,
Special Secretary, Industries and Commerce De-

NEW DELHI, APR 18:
In view of the spike in
COVID-19 cases, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Sunday announced the suspension of all his forthcoming public rallies in pollbound West Bengal and
advised other political leaders to do the same.
"In view of the COVID sit-
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'Awaam ki Awaaz' goes on-air

NEW DELHI, APR 18:
After postponing the CBSE
board examinations, the
Union Education Ministry
has decided to postpone the
Joint Entrance Examinations (JEE) in India and
abroad.
Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank has asked the National
Testing Agency (NTA) not
to conduct the JEE Mains
examination in view of the
rising Covid cases. The JEE
Mains examination was
scheduled to be held on
April 27, 28 and 30 this
year.
According to the Education Ministry, the students
Cont. on P9 ¾

closed for imparting oncampus or in-person education to students till May
15, 2021," it added.
The government also
fixed the ceiling on the
number of people allowed
to attend gatherings/functions. "The ceiling on the
number of people permitted to attend
gatherings/functions shall
be 20 in case of funerals,
50 for all kinds of gatherings at indoor venues and
100 for all types of gatherings at outdoor venues," it
ordered.
"Buses, minibuses and
other modes of public
transport shall ply strictly
as per their registered/authorised seating capacity.

Lockdowns, curfews shouldn't affect Covid
vaccination drive: Centre to states, UTs

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 18

After CBSE, JEE
exams postponed
due to Covid surge

ment on its Twitter handle,
the LG's office said: "All
universities and colleges in
J&K shall remain closed
for imparting oncampus/in-person education to students till May 15,
2021."
It, however, said that the
courses/programmes in
colleges and universities
that require physical presence of students on account of laboratory or research/thesis work and
internship are excluded
from the decision.
"Colleges will move to
online teaching mode," the
LG's office said in another
tweet.
"All schools in J&K shall
also continue to remain

LG urges people to follow Covid SOPs,
extend coop to Corona warriors
Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 18

At the launch of 'Awaam ki Awaaz'
programme, which went on-air today
on all channels of All India Radio and
DD Kashmir, J&K, LG Manoj Sinha
urged people of the UT to follow in letter and spirit all Covid SOPs and extend cooperation to Corona warriors
in this fight against the deadly virus.
"Covid cases are witnessing an upsurge. Steps are being initiated to curb
the spread of the virus. I urge the people to follow Covid SOPs and extend

CMYK

their cooperation to Corona Warriors
in this fight against the deadly virus,"
he said.

Rs. 2.00

Vijay Varma graces cover of a leading
magazine with Mathur, Pratik, Gourav

20 people allowed for funerals, 50 for
indoor events, 100 for outdoor gatherings

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 18
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Covid surge: Schools, colleges to remain
closed for physical class work till May 15

Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 18
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"The administration is vigorously
carrying out the vaccination drive but
any kind of laxity can prove fatal for
the whole society. We should follow
the mantra given by the PM to fight
corona - Dawai Bhi , Kadai Bhi," the
LG said.
"In this difficult period of Covid pandemic, our rural areas have emerged
as role models for the whole country.
Many examples have come to the fore,
which make us realise that the ultimate duty of life and the greatest
prayer is human service," he added.
The LG extended his deepest grati
Cont. on P9 ¾
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J&K logs 6 Covid deaths, highest
single-day spike of 1,526 cases
Toll 2,057; +ve cases rise to 1,46,692
Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 18

J&K reported six more
deaths due to Covid pandemic in a span of 24 hours,
taking the UT toll to 2,057,
and recorded 1,526 new
positive cases (Jammu division - 547, Kashmir - 979) as
a result of which the number of people infected with
the disease rose to 1,46,692.
Official sources said three
Covid patients died in
Jammu region and three in
Kashmir since last evening
as a result of which the UT
toll mounted to 2,057.
Of the total 1,46,692
cases, 11,467 are active positive (Jammu division 4,254, Kashmir - 7,213) and
1,33,168 have recovered
(Jammu division - 53,566,
Kashmir - 79,602).
Jammu district today
recorded 299 cases, Ud-

hampur - 29, Rajouri - 28,
Doda - 5, Kathua - 51,
Samba - 20, Kishtwar - 0,
Poonch - 3, Ramban - 24
and Reasi - 88, according to
official media bulletin on
coronavirus.
Jammu district now has
28,789 cases (2,561 are active positive, 25,828 have
recovered, 400 have died),
Udhampur - 5,180 (186 are
active positive, 4,936 have
recovered, 58 have died),
Rajouri - 4,084 (172 are active, 3,856 have recovered,
56 have died), Doda - 3,532
(41 are active, 3,427 have recovered, 64 have died),
Kathua - 3,769 (270 are active, 3,446 have recovered,
53 have died), Samba 3,064 (191 are active, 2,830
have recovered, 43 have
died), Kishtwar - 2,804 (17
are active, 2,765 have recovered, 22 have died), Poonch
- 2,635 (80 are active, 2,526
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2nd COVID-19
wave more infectious

NEW DELHI, APR 18:
The second wave of the
coronavirus pandemic in
India is different from the
first one in September 2020
as the rate of increase in
new cases is significantly
higher.
The Lancet Covid-19
Commission India Task
Force said in a report that
the increase from 10,000 to
80,000 new cases per day
from February to April took
place in less than 40 days.
The second differentiator
is that many more of the
cases testing positive are
asymptomatic or mildly
symptomatic, resulting in
relatively low rates of hospitalisation and mortality.
The report said it is not
entirely clear if the higher
Cont. on P9 ¾

Manmohan Singh writes to Modi, gives
5 suggestions to tackle Covid crisis
NEW DELHI, APR 18:
Former prime minister
Manmohan Singh today
wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asking him
to make public the orders
for doses of coronavirus
vaccine placed by the government and indicate how
the vaccines will be distributed across states based on a
transparent formula.
He also asked the Prime
Minister to give some flexibility to states to define categories of frontline workers
who can be vaccinated even
if they are below 45 years of
age.
Pointing out that domestic

supplies are limited, Singh
suggested that any vaccine
that has been cleared for use
by credible authorities such
as the European Medical
Agency or the USFDA,
should be allowed to be imported without insisting on
domestic bridging trials.
As India reels under the
second wave of coronavirus,

Singh said people are now
beginning to wonder when
their lives will get back to
normal and argued "there
are many things we must do
to fight the epidemic but a
big part of this effort must
be ramping up the vaccination programme."
"First, the government
should publicise what are
the firm orders for doses
placed on different vaccine
producers and accepted for
delivery over the next six
months. If we want to vaccinate a target number in
this period, we should place
enough orders in advance
Cont. on P9 ¾

More young people testing Covid
+ve, different symptoms this time
NEW DELHI, APRIL
18: Amid the second Covid
wave, many young people
are testing positive for the
viral disease as compared to
older people and are reporting symptoms different
than what were common
when the infection initially
began spreading, according
to experts.
“A lot of young people are
testing Covid positive as
compared to old people.
Symptoms are different this
time. Many are complaining
of dry mouth, gastrointestinal issues, nausea, loose
tools, red eyes, and
headache. Everyone doesn't
complain of fever,” says experts.
"We are also seeing chil-

dren under the ages of 12
and 15 being admitted with
symptoms in the second
wave. Last year there were
practically no children,"
Khusrav Bajan, a consultant
at Mumbai's PD Hinduja
National Hospital and a
member of Maharashtra's
Covid-19 taskforce, was
quoted as saying by a news
agency.
Experts, however, say
that more data is needed to
back up the anecdotal evidence in India, with
genome sequencing of samples playing a key role.
Another doctor cited by
another news agency said
that according to a study of
the molecular basis, 60 pc of
Cont. on P9 ¾

Covid positivity
rate doubles to
16.69 pc in 12 days
NEW DELHI, APR 18:
The daily coronavirus positivity rate in India in the last
12 days has doubled to
16.69 per cent, while
the weekly positivity rate
has increased to 13.54 per
cent in the past one month,
the Health Ministry
said on Sunday.
India reported a record
2,61,500 new coronavirus
cases and 1,501 deaths on
Sunday, while active cases
have surpassed the 18lakh mark, the ministry
Cont. on P9 ¾

Kavinder felicitates IAS qualifier
Stresses for implementation of welfare policies in letter & spirit
Himalayan Mail News
JAMMU, APR 18

Senior BJP leader and exdeputy CM Kavinder Gupta
today called upon young
IAS qualifiers to treat their
profession as a mission to
bridge the rich-poor and urban-rural divides and be
proactive change agents in
building the New India.
Greeting Gurtaj Singh,
son of Jatinder Singh, Director CAPD, who cleared
the IAS exam and got the
6th rank, he said that India
has not progressed as much
as it should have.

"The countries that
achieved independence after India, and faced greater
resource constraints than
India, have touched new
heights of development.
Boldness is required to
drive change and a fragmented
administrative

arrangement does not allow
the collective capabilities of
officers to deliver to the optimum level. Dynamic
change is needed to transform the system," Gupta
opined.
He asked the young IAS
Cont. on P9 ¾

