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BJP leaders from outside campaigning in Bengal Jail release likely on Monday but
responsible for spike in COVID-19 cases: Mamata Lalu to return home from Delhi hosp
THE HIMALAYAN MAIL

TEHATTA
(WB),
APRIL 18: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Sunday said
BJP leaders “from Delhi”
who are bringing “outsiders” for campaigning
without COVID-19 tests are
responsible for the spike in
coronavirus cases in the
state.
The Trinamool Congress
supremo also blamed the
Election Commission (EC)
for curtailing her campaigning time, for the ongoing assembly polls, by five days
while turning a blind eye to
her plea to club the last
three phases of the polls in
the wake of the surge in
coronavirus cases.
“Leaders from Delhi are
bringing in outsiders infected with the virus during
campaigning without bothering to conduct COVID-19

tests.
“I am not saying being infected with the virus is a
crime. But the reckless act
of the BJP has triggered the
sudden rise in the number
of coronavirus cases in recent times,” the chief minister said.
Claiming that a BJP candidate in Howrah district
went on campaigning despite being infected by the
virus, Banerjee asked “Why
couldn’t he sit at home and
desist from campaigning?”
“Our party never takes
such a risk,” she added.
Alleging that the EC is
showing an “unfavourable
attitude” towards her, the
chief minister said: “Earlier
they had taken away an entire day of my campaigning.
Now in the last three
phases, it has curtailed campaign time by 4 days”.
“As a result, I will not be
able to address 20 meetings
in south Bengal districts,”
he said. Cautioning people
against allowing “outsiders
to occupy Bengal”, the TMC
supremo said: “This election is for saving the honour
of the womenfolk of Bengal
and safeguarding the integrity of the state”.
Reminding the electorate
that she did not allow the
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Post-poll violence in Bengal’s
Dabgram-Phulbari seat

JALPAIGURI (WB), APRIL 18: Post-poll violence
has allegedly taken place in Dabgram-Phulbari assembly
constituency in West Bengal’s Jalpaiguri district, with both
the TMC and the BJP claiming that its members were attacked by activists of the rival party.
The alleged incidents happened in Porajhar village in
Phulbari I gram panchayat on Saturday night after voting
took place in the fifth phase of the assembly elections in the
state.
As per an FIR lodged by BJP candidate Sikha Chatterjee
with New Jalpaiguri police station on Sunday, TMC “goons”
thrashed two members of the saffron party and molested
the women in their houses.
BJP members staged a demonstration outside the police
station in protest against the alleged incident.
On the other hand, TMC candidate and state minister
Goutam Deb alleged that BJP workers hurled stones on a ruling party worker’s house and Chatterjee visited the village on
Sunday and “terrorised” the residents, including women.
He said a police complaint will soon be lodged against
Chatterjee.
National Population Register (NPR) exercise in Bengal, she said: “Remember
your vote is important to
prevent them (BJP) from
coming to power, to prevent
them from introducing
NPR, National Register of
Citizens (NRC), and the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA)”.
“When people protest
against misdeeds and op-

pression, the BJP instigates
firing and kills people. BJP
only knows to loot, instigate
riots and kill people,”
Banerjee alleged.
Wishing people on the occasion of the approaching
Annapurna Puja, Basanti
Puja, Ramnavami, and Ramadan,
she
chanted
‘Chandi shlokas’ and then
wished members of the
Muslim community.
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after recovery: Family

PATNA, APRIL 18: RJD president Lalu Prasad, who is likely to walk
out of jail on Monday having secured
his bail in the multi-crore-rupees fodder scam cases, will, however, take
time to return home as treatment for
his various ailments is still underway at
AIIMS Delhi.
Supporters of the RJD, after getting
to know about his bail, had been busy
making preparations to greet him on
his arrival, but Prasad's family clarified that he would return only after full
recovery.
The Jharkhand High Court granted
bail to Prasad in the Dumka treasury
case on Saturday, noting that he has
already served half the tenure of his
sentence, and paved the way for his release from jail after 39 months and 25
days.
Prasad's younger son and political
heir apparent Tejashwi Yadav wished
the former chief minister a speedy recovery, and said that his treatment, as
of now, will continue at AIIMS Delhi.
He is a diabetic and suffers from
heart ailments, kidney infection and
breathing problems, Yadav pointed
out, adding that he and other family
members are in touch with the doctors
attending to him.
Sources close to Prasad said the RJD
supremo, on hearing about the Jharkhand High Court bail order, maintained that he had always had faith in

the country's judicial system.
His wife Rabri Devi, a two-time chief
minister, and daughter Misa Bharti,
who is a Rajya Sabha MP, met him in
Delhi on Saturday. Prasad has seven
daughters and two sons.
Bharti's younger sibling Ragini, who
had earlier announced that she is observing Ramzan and 'chaiti' puja, said
her prayers have been answered.
The RJD leader's lawyer, Devarshi
Mandal, had told PTI on Saturday that
he will move a special CBI court in
Ranchi after it opens on Monday to
seek his release.
The central investigation agency had
been probing the fodder scam cases.
Asked about the release procedure,
Mandal said that an application has
been sent to Prasad for his signature,
which will then be submitted to a CBI
court on Monday along with a copy of
the high court order.
Prasad need not appear in person
before the CBI court, he explained.
An order will be duly sent by the CBI

court to Birsa Munda Jail in Ranchi,
where Prasad was originally sent after
his conviction in the fodder scam
cases, Mandal said.
Authorities at Birsa Munda jail will
forward necessary papers to Tihar jail
in the national capital, where Prasad
was subsequently shifted, to ensure his
release, he stated.
All formalities are expected to be
completed expeditiously and the release, most likely, will be secured on
Monday, the lawyer added.
Earlier, Prasad had acquired bail
in three other fodder scam cases pertaining to Deogarh, Chaibasa and
Ranchi's Doranda treasuries. He was
waiting for the court's verdict in the
Dumka case.
The high court, while granting the
RJD supremo bail, directed him to
submit his passport and not leave the
country without permission.
It also instructed him not to change
his address and mobile number during the bail period.
The court further ordered him to deposit Rs 5 lakh each as penalties in two
cases—one under an IPC section and
another under the Prevention of Corruption Act—and two sureties of Rs 1
lakh each.
Prasad, who has also served as the
railway minister from 2004 to 2009,
was airlifted to AIIMS, Delhi on January 24 in view of his ill health.

Covid: UK Opposition joins calls for Delhi govt requests railways to deploy
Boris Johnson to cancel India visit COVID-care coaches at two station
LONDON, APRIL 18:
Britain's Opposition Labour
Party on Sunday joined calls
for Prime Minister Boris
Johnson to cancel his visit
to India, starting next Sunday, amid growing concerns
of a new variant of COVID19 detected in the country.
Public Health England
(PHE) has said that 77 cases
of the so-called double mutant Indian variant have
been detected in the UK
since last month and that it
has now been classed as a
Variant Under Investigation (VUI).
Downing Street had earlier confirmed a much
shorter schedule for the UK
prime minister's visit, with
the bulk of the programme
including talks with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi set for a day-long
agenda on Monday, April

26.
I can't see why the prime
minister can't conduct his
business with the Indian
government via Zoom, said
Labour's Shadow Communities Secretary Steve Reed.
The prime minister, like
all of us in public life, needs
to try and set an example.
I'd much rather the prime
minister did it by Zoom
rather than travelling to India," he told Sky News',
when asked if the visit
should go ahead next week.
A government minister,
meanwhile, stressed that
there is no evidence the Indian variant can evade vaccine protection or that it is
more contagious.
"I'm told there is no evidence at the moment this
particular variant is able to
get around the vaccine
or...that it is necessarily
more contagious than the
others but we are looking at
it, it will be studied," said
Environment Secretary
George Eustice.
The variant officially
named B.1.617 is believed to
be almost certainly playing a

part in the second wave of
the coronavirus pandemic
in India and a major spike
in infection rates. It has
sparked concerns among
academics and sections of
the UK media, who have
called for India to be added
to the red list, which involves stricter travel restrictions with a compulsory 10day hotel quarantine for
anyone returning to the UK
from such countries.
Danny Altmann, a professor of immunology at Imperial College London, is
among those who said that
he finds it mystifying and
slightly confounding that
India is not yet on the red
list and that those flying
into the UK from there are
not subjected to the compulsory hotel quarantine.
I think we should be terribly concerned about it,
Prof Altmann told the BBC.
Meanwhile, speculation is
rife that India has been kept
off the red list to allow
Johnson's visit to go ahead,
even though cut short, and
to ensure that India-UK
trade negotiations are on

track ahead of India's negotiations with the European
Union (EU).
Downing Street has said
that designations under the
red list, which currently
covers around 40 countries,
are kept under constant review and so far the message
is that the visit will go ahead
in its shortened version.
"As with all the prime
minister's visits, his trip to
India will prioritise the
safety of those involved. All
elements of the visit will be
Covid secure, the prime
minister's spokesperson
said.
A lot is riding on the visit,
previously postponed from a
Republic Day tour in January, as the first major bilateral visit for Johnson outside Europe since the UK
general election in December 2019 and the conclusion
of the Brexit transition period at the end of December
2020. The priority is for
both sides to agree to a
Roadmap 2030', a plan for
the next decade to pave the
way to a free trade agreement (FTA) in future.

India to become top electric vehicle
maker in the world: Nitin Gadkari
NEW DELHI, APRIL
18: Union minister Nitin
Gadkari on Sunday expressed confidence that
lithium-ion
batteries
would be manufactured
fully in the country in the
next six months and India
will become number one
electric vehicle maker in
the world in due course of
time.
Addressing the Amazon's Smbhav Summit virtually, Gadkari further
said that the government
wants to encourage automakers to introduce
flex-fuel engines in India
and he is in the final discussion with manufacturers.
"India is moving ahead
towards making electric
vehicles. In due course of
time we will be the number
one electric vehicle(EV)
maker in the world. All reputed brands are present
in India," the Road Transport and Highways minister said.
Gadkari, who also holds
the MSME portfolio, said
indigenous battery technology will make EV the

most effective means of
transport.
"India has got tremendous capability for making
green power... Within six
months, I am confident
that we will be in position
to make 100 per cent
lithium-ion battery in India, there is no shortage of
lithium," he asserted.
Gadkari also said that
the government is also
working to launch hydrogen fuel cell (HFC) technology. HFC technology
uses chemical reactions
between hydrogen and

oxygen (from air) to generate electrical energy,
eliminating the use of fossil
fuels. Noting that India
imports Rs 8 lakh crore of
crude oil and it is going to
double in the next 4-5
years which will have a
huge impact on the economy, he said it is important to look for an efficient
and alternative mode of
energy.
"E mobility will be the
important tool to develop
pollution free transport,"
Gadkari said.
The Union minister also

pointed out that in the
next two years, the cost of
electric vehicles will come
down and will be as competitive as petrol and
diesel vehicles.
He emphasised that the
quality of EV manufactured in India should be of
international standard.
Gadkari said he wants to
make Indian automobile
industry the number one
manufacturing hub in the
world.
"For that purpose we are
now encouraging ethanol,
methanol, bio- CNG, electric and hydrogen fuel
cell," he said.
Gadkari also stressed on
the need for diversification
of agriculture towards the
energy and power sector.
"We have sugar surplus,
wheat surplus, rice surplus
and that is the problem
that our minimum support
price (MSP) is higher than
international price and
market price," he argued.
Presently, the turnover
of our automobile industry
is Rs 7.5 lakh crore, out of
which our export is Rs 3.5
lakh crore.

NEW DELHI, APRIL
18: The Delhi government
has urged the railways to
arrange up to 5,000 beds by
deploying
COVID-care
coaches at the Shakur Basti
and the Anand Vihar stations in view of the rising
number of coronavirus
cases in the national capital.
Over 25,000 new COVID19 cases have been reported
in Delhi and the positivity
rate has increased to nearly
30 per cent in the last 24
hours, according to data
shared by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.
He also said that less than
100 ICU beds are vacant in
Delhi hospitals, and the situation is worsening every
moment.
In a letter to Railway
Board Chairman Suneet
Sharma, Delhi Chief Secretary Vijay Kumar Dev said
there has been a tremendous increase in COVID-19
cases in the national capital
in the recent past, resulting
in high number of serious
cases requiring treatment in
hospitals.
"In the GNCTD (Government of National Capital
Territory of Delhi), as of
now, the facilities at government and private hospitals
available
are
getting
strained and there is an urgent need for more number
of COVID bed facilities to
cope up with the ever increasing
demand
of
COVID-19 patients who require admissions in hospitals," he said.
"I therefore, request you
to kindly arrange COVID

bed facilities at the Anand
Vihar and the Shakur Basti
railway stations with full logistical support, requisite
medical and paramedical
staff and oxygen facilities
etc. on an emergent basis,"
Dev said. Further, it would
be grateful if the railways
identifies more such facilities "up to a level of 5,000
beds, as was done last year,
so as to meet the huge demand of beds arising out of
an ever increasing surge in
positive cases this time in
the NCT of Delhi," he said in
the letter dated April 17.
Last year, the railways
had deployed 813 coaches
with 12,472 beds in July—
Delhi (503), Uttar Pradesh
(270) and Bihar (40).
However, most of these
coaches were not used and
complaints were raised
about the heat and mosquitoes inside them.
According to the Ministry
of Health and Family Wel-

fare guidelines, the responsibility of maintaining the
coaches will be shared by
the railways and the state
government.
The national transporter
will be responsible for the
basic infrastructure and
maintenance
of
the
premises like cleaning and
sanitisation of platforms,
providing housekeeping
materials such as linen and
blankets, management of
bio-toilets, power and electric supply arrangements,
watering, communication
facilities and signage and
marking of different areas,
it said.
It will also provide catering and oxygen cylinders in
the coaches.
The Railway Protection
Force (RPF) will provide security on station premises
and the platform area
where the coaches have
been placed, the ministry
stated in the guidelines.

The district administration will be responsible for
refilling oxygen cylinders,
waste disposal, catering,
doctors and paramedical
staff, ambulance and overall supervision. These railway coaches can be used for
very mild cases that can be
clinically assigned to
COVID care centres, it said.
These modified coaches
for coronavirus patients
have been divided into eight
bays or 'cabins' with each
having 16 beds. Every coach
has three toilets—one western and two Indian style—
and a bathroom with hand
showers, buckets, mugs and
bathroom stools.
The coaches also have
mosquito nets, bio-toilets,
power sockets and oxygen
cylinders. Space has been
created in these coaches to
hold IV fluid bottles and extra bottle holders, and
clamps have been provided
to hang them.

Mcap of 7 of India's top-10 valued
firms tumbles over Rs 1.41 trillion
NEW DELHI, APRIL
18: Seven of the 10 most
valued firms witnessed a
combined erosion of Rs
1,41,628.37 crore in market
valuation last week, with IT
companies taking the
biggest hit. The market valuation of Tata Consultancy
Services
tumbled
Rs
47,680.78 crore to reach Rs
11,81,218.07 crore.
The market capitalisation
of Infosys declined Rs
37,579.03 crore to Rs
5,76,275.68 crore. The valuation of Reliance Industries eroded by Rs
30,841.38 crore to Rs
12,26,048.07 crore and that
of State Bank of India di-

minished by Rs 11,735.86
crore to Rs 3,03,347.55
crore.
Kotak Mahindra Bank''s
valuation tumbled Rs
6,620.48 crore to Rs
3,49,903 crore and that of
Hindustan Unilever Limited dipped by Rs 4,534.66

crore to Rs 5,77,206.58
crore. Bharti Airtel witnessed a decline of Rs
2,636.18 crore taking its
valuation to Rs 2,96,871.53
crore.
In contrast, HDFC''s valuation jumped Rs 10,697.4
crore
to
reach
Rs

4,64,254.63 crore. HDFC
Bank added Rs 3,748.69
crore to its valuation at Rs
7,87,472.56 crore and that
of ICICI Bank rose by Rs
123.98 crore to Rs
3,91,902.83 crore.
In the ranking of top-10
companies, Reliance Industries Limited was leading
the chart, followed by TCS,
HDFC Bank, Hindustan
Unilever Limited, Infosys,
HDFC, ICICI Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, State Bank
of India and Bharti Airtel.
During the holiday-truncated last week, the 30share BSE benchmark
dipped 759.29 points or 1.53
per cent.

