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'Impose 15-day lockdown in Delhi':
CAIT to CM Kejriwal, LG Anil Baijal
NEW DELHI, APRIL 18: Confederation of All India Traders
(CAIT) has asked Delhi LG Anil Baijal and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal to
impose a 15-day lockdown in the
state to arrest the rapid growth of
COVID-19 infections. Stating that
Delhi is sitting on a 'COVID bomb'
with 25 per cent corona positivity
rate, the traders' body wanted strict
measures of checking to be deployed
at airports, railway stations, bus
stands and all borders of Delhi to ensure that no COVID-19 affected person enters the state.
Praveen Khandelwal, Secretary
General, CAIT said that Delhi's trade
organisations are fully geared to supply essential commodities to people
living in Delhi and are ready to assist
the government in every possible
way if a lockdown is announced. He
has sought a meeting of prominent
trade leaders of Delhi with both LG
and CM .
CAIT acknowledged that a lockdown will definitely affect business
and economic activities of Delhi but
preferred the life of the people to be
put on priority.

In a letter to LG and CM, the trade
body said Kejriwal himself had on
April 17 admitted that there is a
shortage of beds, medicines, oxygen
etc. in Delhi. "The statement of the
CM itself shows that the situation is
already worse and if effective steps
are not taken immediately, the covid
could prove to be much more fatal
for the people of Delhi," they said.
CAIT also urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home Minister

Amit Shah to make a concrete plan
with districts as the basic fundamental focal point to prevent coronavirus at least in states where it is
spreading faster. This step will be in
conformity with the suggestion of
PM Modi to deal with COVID-19 at
the level of small containment
zones, the organisation said.
In a statement, CAIT National
President BC Bhartia and Secretary
General Khandelwal said that the

figures of the last one month are evidence that if no concrete and logical
break is applied, COVID-19 is set to
explode in Delhi. They further said
that on March 18, there were 80,253
tests in Delhi in which 607 corona
cases were discovered and coronavirus positive rate was 0.76 per
cent while on April 1, 78,100 tests
were conducted in Delhi and 2,790
coronavirus cases were found with
a positivity rate of 3.57 per cent. On
April 8, there were 91,800 tests and
7,437 coronavirus cases were reported with a positivity rate of 8.10
per cent, while on April 17, there
were 99,200 tests in Delhi with
24,375 corona cases with a positivity
rate of 24.57 per cent. "These figures
are very frightening and clearly
show that coronavirus in Delhi has
taken its formidable form," they
said.
CAIT Delhi Pradesh President
Vipin Ahuja and State General Secretary Devraj Baweja said the medical
system in Delhi has completely collapsed because medical facilities are
not available in proportion to increasing cases.

Transport sector facing losses of Rs 315 crore
per day due to COVID restrictions: AIMTC
NEW DELHI, APRIL
18: Transport sector is facing losses of around Rs 315
crore per day due to coronavirus restrictions in the
country. The chairman-core
committee and former president of All India Motor
Transport
Congress
(AIMTC) Bal Malkit Singh
said that restrictions by the
state government have
started affecting the transport sector.
"The shops are closed except those dealing with essential items, restrictions by
the state government have
started affecting the transport sector. The sector is
facing a loss of 315 crores
rupees per day due to the restrictions across the country," said Malkit Singh to
news agency ANI.
Demand for trucks has
dropped by around 50 per
cent across the country, said
Singh. "The demand for
trucks has been curtailed
which as per our assessment is down by 50 per cent
across the country. As far as
the transport facilities are

concerned, medical goods
like personal protective
equipment (PPE) kits, medicines, oxygen cylinders are
transported these days as
well as food items and
grains. Rest of the items are
fully ceased in a few states
including Maharashtra," he
added.
Singh said that truck drivers are already in a financial crisis and the COVID-19
restrictions are crippling
them. "The COVID-19 restrictions are crippling the
poor truckers as they are already in the financial crises.

They have to arrange for
taxes, insurance, salaries for
workers and drivers, establishment and administrative costs, and equated
monthly
installments
(EMIs)," he added.
He said the government
should exempt transporters
from paying toll and road
tax like it had done last year.
The government should
plan relief measures for
truck drivers like waiver of
state taxes, permit and fitness fees, free parking for
idle trucks and buses, he
said.

Manish Sisodia says Delhi facing shortage of 14 days of home quarantine mandatory for
oxygen, urges Centre to increase supply
Kumbh Mela 2021 returnees in Delhi

NEW DELHI, APRIL
18: Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia stated on
Sunday that Delhi has been
facing a shortage of medical
oxygen. He added that the
state government has requested the Centre to urgently increase its supply of
oxygen to Delhi.
Sisodia is the nodal minister for COVID-19 management in Delhi. He wrote on
Twitter, "The quota of oxygen allocated to Delhi is
turning out to be very less
due to the increased consumption which is much
more than the average".

Sisodia has stated that
several hospitals have conveyed that their stock of
medical oxygen will soon be

depleted.
"The Delhi government
has demanded that the Centre increase the city's quota

of oxygen immediately,"
Sisodia said in another tweet
in Hindi.
The national capital
recorded 24,375 COVID-19
cases on Saturday, the highest single-day spike since the
pandemic began ravaging
the country. Delhi also registered a record number of
167 deaths on Saturday.
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal had stated
on Saturday that the capital
was facing a "very serious"
situation amid shortage of
crucial
drugs
and
oxygen.(Edited by Mohammad Haaris Beg)

India's Covid positivity rate
doubles to 16.69% in 12 days: Govt
NEW DELHI, APRIL
18: The daily coronavirus
positivity rate in India in
the last 12 days has doubled
to 16.69 per cent, while the
weekly positivity rate has
increased to 13.54 per cent
in the past one month, the
Health Ministry said on
Sunday.
India reported a record
2,61,500 new coronavirus
cases and 1,501 deaths on
Sunday, while active cases
have surpassed the 18-lakh
mark, the ministry data
stated.
Ten states -- Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Kerala,
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and
Rajasthan -- reported 78.56
per cent of the new infections, it said.
"The daily positivity rate

in the last 12 days has doubled from 8% to 16.69%,"
the ministry said in a statement. "The national weekly
positivity rate has increased
from 3.05% to 13.54% in the
last one month."
Chhattisgarh reported the
highest weekly positivity
rate at 30.38 per cent, followed by Goa at 24.24 per
cent, Maharashtra at 24.17

per cent, Rajasthan at 23.33
per cent and Madhya
Pradesh at 18.99 per cent,
according to the ministry.
The active cases in the
country
mounted
to
18,01,316, comprising 12.18
per cent of the total infections and a net increase of
infections in a span of 24
hours.
Five states -- Maharash-

tra, Chhattisgarh, Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka and
Kerala -- account for 65.02
per cent of India's the active
cases.
The cumulative recoveries have surged to
1,28,09,643 after 1,38,423
more people recuperated.
Out of the 1,501 deaths,
10 states account for 82.94
per cent of the new deaths.
Maharashtra saw the maximum fatalities at 419, followed by Delhi with 167
deaths.
Nine states and Union
territories have not reported any COVID-19
deaths.
These are Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and
Diu, Meghalaya, Tripura,
Sikkim, Mizoram, Manipur,
Lakshadweep, Nagaland
and Arunachal Pradesh.

'In 3 years, India's infrastructure
will be on par with the US'
NEW DELHI, APRIL
18: Union Minister of
Road Transport and Highways and MSME Nitin
Gadkari, came out with
two major announcements last month -- a vehicle scrapping policy and
record highway construction.
In an interview with
Megha Manchanda and
Jyoti Mukul, the ever-optimistic minister shares his
plans for furthering these
initiatives even as he
stresses on the need for
green fuel and highways.
The first of a two-part
interview:
How was the record
road
construction

achieved,
considering
there was a complete lockdown for two months?
Our last year's (FY20)
average was 28 km per
day and when I took
charge in 2014, about 12
km/day were being constructed.
At that time, 403 projects worth Rs 3.85 trillion
were stalled, of which we
terminated 40 projects
and in the remaining contracts, nearly 99 per cent
were resolved through
several rounds of deliberations.
We faced several challenges due to Covid last
year. The labour went
back. Yet, we constructed

37 km per day.
The US and China have
built roads at a faster pace
than this in the past.
However, the current
international statistics
point out that this is a
world record.
We are building 22
more expressways, including highways from
Delhi to Dehradun, Haridwar and Chandigarh.
These highways would
reduce travel time between the NCR and these
cities to two hours.
They are Greenfield projects with a new alignment. We hope to achieve
more than 40 km per day
next year.

We don't have to think
now, we have already
thought about it.
We are working very
fast towards achieving
that target.
We have studied the issues that affected road
construction in the past.
The primary reason was
land acquisition.
The projects were
awarded after 10 per cent
land acquisition and the
states would find it difficult to acquire the remaining land and that would in
turn hamper the projects.
Now, we don't award
projects till 90 per cent of
the land acquisition is
complete.

NEW DELHI, APRIL
18: As Delhi sees an unprecedented surge in coronavirus cases, the government has decided to make it
mandatory for all Kumbh
returnees to undergo 14
days of home quarantine.
The order was issued by the
Delhi government on Saturday. It further added that
anyone who violates the order will face legal action.
The Delhi government said
that due to the rising cases, it
has "become imperative to
mandatorily test, trace and
quarantine all those residents of Delhi who have visited or are going to visit
Kumbh 2021 at Haridwar".
The order said that all residents of Delhi who visited
Kumbh from April 4 to
April 17 are required to upload details including address, contact number, ID
proof, dates of departure
and arrival, on the link provided in the Delhi government website within 24
hours of the issuance of the
order. All those who are
planning to leave for
Kumbh from April 18 to
April 30 are required to do

the same before leaving
Delhi.
All those who have visited
Kumbh Mela 2021 will be
required to undergo home
quarantine for 14 days upon
their arrival in Delhi.
If any returnee is found to
not have updated their details on the website after
their visit, they will be sent
to the Institutional Government Quarantine Centre for
14 days by the District Magistrate concerned.
District Magistrates will
trace and surveil such resi-

dents on a daily basis. They
will also ensure quarantining such residents at
homes or quarantine centres.
Nearly 2,000 people
tested positive for coronavirus at the Kumbh Mela in
the first week. COVID protocols were flouted as lakhs
gathered at Haridwar.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, on Saturday, spoke to Swami Avdheshanand Giri and said that
the ongoing Kumbh Mela
should now only be sym-

bolic in view of the surging
cases in the country. "I have
requested that since two
shahi snans (royal baths)
have already taken place,
Kumbh should now be symbolic in view of the corona
pandemic. This will help in
the fight against the pandemic," he said. The Joona
Akhara, one of the largest
sects of seers in the country,
announced the end of its
participation in the Kumbh
Mela on Saturday, hours after Prime Minister Narendra Modi's appeal.

Mumbai cops grill pharma boss over
Remdesivir stock; BJP fumes
NEW DELHI, APRIL
18: Mumbai police questioned a pharma company
director following information that thousands of vials
of the Remdesivir drug critical in coronavirus treatment were to be flown out
of the country, an official
said on Sunday.
Police said they had information that the Remdesivir stock was going to be
flown abroad by air cargo,
despite a ban on the export
of the drug.
The appearance of top
Maharashtra Bharatiya
Janata Party leaders late at
night at the BKC police station after the director was
grilled has further intensified the political slugfest
between the Shiv Sena-led
regime in the state and the
BJP over handling of the
pandemic and paucity of
critical healthcare supplies.
Police on Saturday night
questioned Rajesh Dokania, director of Bruck
Pharma, a Daman-based
pharmaceutical manufacturing company that manufactures Remdesivir vials.
Dokania was called for
questioning from his home

in north Mumbai suburb
Kandivali by Ville Parle police around 8.30 pm and allowed to return around
midnight.
Police had information
that at least 60,000
Remdesivir vials are being
exported through air cargo,
a police official told PTI.
As the Remdesivir quantity was large, police decided to question the company director to know
about the drug stock.
"He had stocked at least
60,000 vials. The government had allowed him to
sell the stock meant for export in the domestic market due to scarcity of the
drug," the official said.
"We acted in the good
faith as such a huge stock
can serve the need of the
patients here (in Maharashtra) too," DCP Manjunath Singe said.
The opposition BJP in
Maharashtra objected to
the pharma executive's
grilling by Mumbai police,
saying the state government was playing politics
amid the pandemic.
On learning that Dokania
was being questioned, for-

mer chief minister Devendra Fadnavis and another
state BJP leader Praveen
Darekar rushed to the police station.
They said the Maharashtra unit of the BJP had
taken the initiative to reach
out to various pharma
companies due to the
shortage of Remdesivir. "It
was our sincere attempt to
get Remdesivar for Maharashtra," Fadnavis said.
"Four days ago we had
requested Bruck Pharma to
supply us Remdesivir but
they couldn't until permission was given. I spoke to
Union minister Mansukh
Mandaviya and we got
FDA's permission," Fadnavis said.
The BJP leader claimed
that a Maharashtra minister's officer on special duty
called the pharma executive and asked him how he
could provide Remdesivir
on the appeal of opposition
parties.
The pharma director was
picked up from his house
by 10 policemen, Fadnavis
said, describing the action
as "beyond his imagination".

The Leader of Opposition
in Maharashtra Assembly
said the state government
was harassing the pharma
company as BJP leaders
had approached him for
the supply of the antiviral
medication to Maharashtra.
"We (BJP leaders) had
contacted Bruck Pharma to
supply the stock to Maharashtra as the state is facing
a shortage of Remdesivir
vials. We even informed
the state FDA minister
about it and approached
the Union government
seeking necessary permissions," he said.
Some Maharashtra BJP
leaders went to Daman recently to meet Bruck
Pharma officials, requesting them to sell their exportable stock in Maharashtra, Fadnavis said.
"With
shortage
of
#Remdesivir, last night
@MumbaiPolice rightly
fulfilled their duty to check
any
supply
malpractices/hoarding. The
real Q is: Can any BJP
leader, without any info to
State govt/Local authorities/Police,

