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Covid surge: Schools, colleges to remain
closed for physical class work till May 15

the protocol of the GoJK," it added.
All the district magistrates were ordered to put in place
an effective mechanism to ensure Covid appropriate behaviour in all the crowded markets, shopping complexes
and malls. In this regard, necessary cooperation and support of the local bazaar or market associations is advised
to be taken.
Strict action would be taken if anybody was found violating the Covid guidelines, the LG's office said.
Market associations were also encouraged to voluntarily try to stagger opening timings or schedules to reduce
crowds at their premises.
The moves comes amid a steady rise in the number of
active Covid-19 cases in J&K along with other parts of the
country.

J&K logs 6 Covid deaths, highest
single-day spike of 1,526 cases

have recovered, 29 have died), Ramban - 2,230 (49 are active, 2,158 have recovered, 23 have died) and Reasi - 2,497
(687 are active, 1,794 have recovered, 16 have died).
In the valley, Srinagar district today recorded 520 cases,
Baramulla - 122, Kulgam - 47, Shopian - 13, Anantnag - 50,
Kupwara - 23, Pulwama - 76, Budgam - 70, Bandipora - 44
and Ganderbal - 14.
Srinagar district now has 34,690 cases (4,124 are active,
30,080 have recovered, 486 have died), Baramulla - 10,461
(1,065 are active, 9,212 have recovered, 184 have died), Kulgam - 3,188 (242 are active, 2,889 have recovered, 57 have
died), Shopian - 2,758 (99 are active, 2,619 have recovered,
40 have died), Anantnag - 5,604 cases (314 are active, 5,190
have recovered, 100 have died), Kupwara - 6,154 (251 are active, 5,805 have recovered, 98 have died), Pulwama - 6,351
(316 are active, 5,942 have recovered, 93 have died),
Budgam - 8,978 (479 are active, 8,376 have recovered, 123
have died), Bandipora - 5,004 (161 are active, 4,780 have recovered, 63 have died) and Ganderbal - 4,920 (162 are active,
4,709 have recovered, 49 have died).
Srinagar is presently the worst affected district in terms of
mortality rate with 486 deaths, followed by Jammu district
at 400 deaths and Baramulla which has recorded 184
deaths.
Ten districts of Jammu have so far reported 764 fatalities while 1,293 people have lost their lives due to Covid-19
in 10 districts of Kashmir.
One died in Jammu region & three in Kashmir on April 1,
one died in Jammu & four in Kashmir on April 2, no one
died in Kashmir while two died in Jammu region on April 3,
one died in Jammu region & two in Kashmir on April 4, no
Covid patient died in Jammu region but two died in Kashmir
on April 5, no one died in Jammu region but two died in
Kashmir on April 6, four died in Jammu region & two in
Kashmir on April 7, no one died in Jammu region but one
died in Kashmir on April 8, two died in Jammu region and
two in Kashmir on April 9, five died in Jammu region and
one in Kashmir on April 10, no one died in Jammu region
while five died in Kashmir on April 11, no one died in J&K on
April 12, two died in Jammu region and one in Kashmir on
April 13, three died in Jammu region and two in Kashmir on
April 14, one died in Jammu region and three in Kashmir on
April 15, one died in Jammu region and one in Kashmir on
April 16, two died in Jammu region and one in Kashmir on
April 17.
Twelve died in Jammu region and 26 in Kashmir in
March, 2021. Four died in Jammu region and 17 in Kashmir
in February, 2021. 24 died in Jammu and 29 in Kashmir in
January, 2021.
107 died in Jammu and 82 in Kashmir in December,
2020, 95 died in Jammu and 121 in Kashmir in November,
153 persons died in Jammu and 144 in Kashmir in October
and 276 died in Jammu and 202 in Kashmir in September.
From August 1 t0 14 (excluding August 10), 11 died in
Jammu and 121 in Kashmir. On August 10, 10 died in
Jammu while on August 15 and 16, 22 people died in J&K.
From August 17 to 31, 25 died in Jammu and 136 in Kashmir.
11 died in Jammu and 237 in Kashmir in July, except for
July 11, July 12 and July 19 when J&K reported 11, 10 and
eight Covid deaths respectively. Ramban recorded its first
Covid death on July 28.
Seven died in Jammu and 54 in Kashmir in June, except
for June 12 when Rajouri witnessed first Covid death with a
65-year-old man of Sialsui, Kalakote, dying due to infection and June 19 and June 20 when six and four Covid patients respectively died in J&K.
Two died in Jammu and 16 in Kashmir from May 11 to
May 29. The Covid toll rose to nine in J&K on May 7. It rose
to eight on April 28 with a woman's death at Rainawari. An
old man died on April 25 in SKIMS.
J&K recorded first Covid death on March 25, with the
death of a Hyderpora man. A Tangmarg resident died on
March 29. A 54-year-old Bandipora resident died at SMHS
hospital. On April 8, a 61-year-old woman from Udhampur died at GMCH, Jammu.

2nd COVID-19
wave more infectious

proportion of asymptomatic cases are entirely due to better contact tracing (more family members, for example, being tested).
The overall Case Fatality Ratio (CFR) since the beginning
of pandemic in March 2020 has been reported to be around
1.3 per cent, while the CFR among patients who have contracted the virus since the starting of 2021 is far less at 0.87
per cent.
Provisionally, it appears that CFR appears to be lower in
the second wave.
Yet, India is reporting 664 deaths per day across the
country. Fatality numbers lag infection rates, and are likely
to rise as infections surge, the report said.
Preliminary analysis indicates that while the pandemic
has spread, the geographic contours of the second wave
closely mirror those of the first wave, though with a deeper
penetration into tier 2, tier 3 cities.
Over the past year, there are 215 districts that have been
among the top 10 per cent in terms of case infections at one
point in time.
But nine districts (Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai, Nashik,
New Delhi, North 24 Parganas, Pune, Thane, and Solapur),
have been part of the top 10 per cent throughout the year.
The second wave has also been more geographically clustered so far.
The number of districts comprising the top 50 per cent
has dropped from over 40 at the time of the last peak, to
less than 20 currently, indicating a much more concentrated pandemic.
In fact during the first surge over August and September
2020, the number of districts for the top 75 per cent of cases
was 60-100, while it has been around 20-40 districts during
this wave, the report said.

NH reopens
to traffic
Several Jammu-bound stranded vehicles were cleared

Saturday night itself, the sources added.
Over 1,500 stranded vehicles, including trucks and cabs,
were allowed to move towards Kashmir. However, no fresh
traffic was allowed either from Jammu or Srinagar in the
morning, sources said.
The traffic on the highway is restricted to one-way in view
of the ongoing four-laning project and plies alternatively
from the twin capital cities.

Lockdowns, curfews shouldn't affect Covid vaccination drive: Centre to states, UTs

to time. Various state and UT governments have already
started taking stringent measures by putting curbs on gatherings during functions to prevent the further spread of the
virus.
Schools and colleges have also been closed across the
country after the detection of active Covid cases in some of
them. Suggestions have been made to the educational institutions to run on-line classes for students.
India reported its highest-ever single-day spike of
COVID-19 cases with over 2.61 lakh new cases and 1,501
deaths in the last 24 hours, according to the Union Health
Ministry on Sunday. The active number of cases in the
country stands at 18,01,316.

After CBSE, JEE exams
postponed due to Covid surge

will be informed about the next date of examinations 15
days in advance.
On the entrance test, Nishank said, "JEE (Main) 2021
April session date will be announced later. It will be announced at least 15 days before the exam and all students will
be informed about it."
The Union Education Minister said, "In view of the Covid
surge, I have advised the NTA to postpone the examination
for the JEE (Main) April 2021 session. I would like to reiterate that the safety of our students and their academic career is my major concern right now."
The results of the JEE Main Exam Season 2, which was
held in March this year, have been declared. The entrance exams were also conducted for the first time in foreign cities
like Kuala Lumpur and Lagos. These exams were conducted
in 12 foreign cities and 334 Indian cities in collaboration
with the Government of India.
In this examination held by NTA, 13 students topped the
exam by scoring 100 per cent marks. The JEE Main examination was conducted by the NTA from March 16 to 18,
2021. A total of more than 6.19 lakh candidates had registered for BE and B.Tech degree course through this examination.

Covid-19: Jammu 1st distt to vaccinate over
50 pc people aged 45 & above

vaccination drive. Let's keep the Tika Utsav till we vaccinate all," Garg wrote on the social networking site.

Erratic weather in J&K, improvement
likely from Monday

partment said.
Jammu city had 16.0, Katra 13.7, Batote 6.7, Banihal 8.2
and Bhaderwah 7.0 as the minimum temperature.
Srinagar had 7.8, Pahalgam 4.7 and Gulmarg 0.4 degrees
Celsius as the minimum temperature today.
Leh town of Ladakh had 0.6, Kargil 2.2 and Drass minus
0.2 as the minimum temperature.

Covid positivity rate doubles
to 16.69 pc in 12 days

data stated.
Ten states — Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala,
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan — reported 78.56 per
cent of the new infections, it said.
“The daily positivity rate in the last 12 days has doubled
from 8% to 16.69%,” the ministry said in a
statement. “The national weekly positivity rate has increased from 3.05% to 13.54% in the last one
month.”
Chhattisgarh reported the highest weekly positivity rate at
30.38 per cent, followed by Goa at 24.24
per cent, Maharashtra at 24.17 per cent, Rajasthan at
23.33 per cent and Madhya Pradesh at 18.99 per
cent, according to the ministry.
The active cases in the country mounted to 18,01,316,
comprising 12.18 per cent of the total infections
and a net increase of infections in a span of 24 hours.
Five states — Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka and Kerala — account for 65.02 per
cent of India’s the active cases.
The cumulative recoveries have surged to 1,28,09,643
after 1,38,423 more people recuperated.
Out of the 1,501 deaths, 10 states account for 82.94 per
cent of the new deaths. Maharashtra saw the
maximum fatalities at 419, followed by Delhi with 167
deaths.
Nine states and Union territories have not reported any
COVID-19 deaths. These are Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Daman and Diu, Meghalaya, Tripura, Sikkim,
Mizoram, Manipur, Lakshadweep, Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh.

More young people testing Covid
+ve, different symptoms this time

strain is "double mutant" which is extremely dangerous.
While several states have imposed weekend and night curfews, he suggested that only a long period of lockdown can
break the chain of transmission of the virus.
On Saturday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a review
meeting with top officials in which he stressed that there is
no substitute for testing, tracking and treatment. Early testing and proper tracking remain key to reduce mortality, his
office said in a statement.
As PM Modi discussed the status of medicines, oxygen
supply, ventilators and vaccination, he assured, “India had
defeated Covid last year and India can do it again, with the
same principles but faster speed and coordination.”

Manmohan Singh writes to Modi, gives 5 suggestions to tackle Covid crisis

so that producers can adhere to an agreed schedule of
supply," he said.
Secondly, he said the government should indicate how
this expected supply will be distributed across states based
on a transparent formula.
"The central government could retain 10 per cent for distribution based on emergency needs, but other than that,
states should have a clear signal of likely availability so that

they can plan their roll out," he said.
Arguing that states should be given some flexibility to define categories of frontline workers who can be vaccinated
even if they are below 45 years of age, he said states, for instance, may want to designate school teachers, bus, threewheeler and taxi drivers, municipal and panchayat staff,
and possibly lawyers who have to attend Courts as frontline workers. "They can then be vaccinated even if they are
below 45," he said.
Singh also asked the Prime Minister to proactively support
vaccine producers to expand their manufacturing facilities
quickly by providing funds and other concessions.
"In addition, I believe this is the time to invoke the compulsory licensing provisions in the law, so that a number of
companies are able to produce the vaccines under a licence.
This, I recall, had happened earlier in the case of medicines
to deal with the HIV/AIDS disease. As far as Covid-19 is
concerned, I have read that Israel has already invoked the
compulsory licensing provision and there is an overwhelming case for India to do so as well quickly," he wrote.
Suggesting that any vaccine that has been cleared for use
by credible authorities such as the European Medical
Agency or the USFDA, should be allowed to be imported
without insisting on domestic bridging trials, he said "we
are facing an unprecedented emergency and, I understand,
experts are of the view that this relaxation is justified in an
emergency."
"The relaxation could be for a limited period during
which the bridging trials could be completed in India. All
consumers of such vaccines could be duly cautioned that
these vaccines are being allowed for use based on the approval granted by the relevant authority abroad," he said.
Pointing out that the key to the fight against Covid 19
must be ramping up the vaccination effort, he said, "we
must resist the temptation to look at the absolute numbers
being vaccinated, and focus instead on the percentage of
the population vaccinated."
"Currently, India has vaccinated only a small fraction of its
population. I am certain that with the right policy design, we
can do much better and very quickly. I hope the government will accept these suggestions immediately and act on
them promptly," he added.

India sees all-time high of 2,61,500 Covid
cases, 1,501 deaths

12.18 per cent of the total infections, while the national
COVID-19 recovery rate has dropped to 86.62 per cent, the
ministry said.
The number of people who have recuperated from the
disease surged to 1,28,09,643, while the case fatality rate
has further dropped to 1.20 per cent, the data stated.
India's COVID-19 tally had crossed 20 lakh on August 7, 30
lakh on August 23, 40 lakh on September 5 and 50 lakh on
September 16.
It went past 60 lakh on September 28, 70 lakh on October
11, crossed 80 lakh on October 29, 90 lakh on November
20 and surpassed the one-crore mark on December 19.
According to the Indian Council of Medical Research,
26,65,38,416 samples have been tested up to April 17 with
15,66,394 samples being tested on Saturday.
The 1,501 new fatalities include 419 from Maharashtra, 167
from Delhi, 158 from Chhattisgarh, 120 from Uttar
Pradesh, 97 from Gujarat, 80 from Karnataka, 66 from
Madhya Pradesh, 62 from Punjab and 39 from Tamil Nadu.
These fresh fatalities also include 37 each from Rajasthan
and Uttarakhand, 34 each from Bihar and West Bengal, 32
from Haryana, 30 from Jharkhand, 27 from Kerala, 15 each
from Telangana and Andhra Pradesh and 12 from Himachal Pradesh.
The ministry said a total of 1,77,150 deaths have been reported so far in the country including 59,970 from Maharashtra, 13,270 from Karnataka, 13,071 from Tamil Nadu,
11,960 from Delhi, 10,540 from West Bengal, 9,703 from
Uttar Pradesh, 7,834 from Punjab and 7,388 from Andhra
Pradesh.
The health ministry stressed that more than 70 per cent of
the deaths occurred due to co-morbidities.
"Our figures are being reconciled with the Indian Council
of Medical Research," the ministry said on its website,
adding that state-wise distribution of figures is subject to
further verification and reconciliation.

LG urges people to follow Covid SOPs,
extend coop to Corona warriors

tude to the doctors, medical experts, scientists, police
forces and other frontline warriors engaged in the fight
against Corona.
"The roots of Jan Bhagidari in governance process in J&K
have now further deepened with the launch of Awaam ki
Awaaz programme," he said.
Sinha voiced valuable insights from general public for
crafting and formulating a strategy to draft development
policies that are reflective of people's aspirations and making governance more inclusive and sensitive to the needs
of people.
The programme is a novel initiative aimed at seeking
feedback from public and giving them a platform to share
their suggestions and views, thus making the process of
governance more participatory.
The first episode of Awaam ki Awaaz programme received a huge response from across the UT with people in
large numbers tuning to their radio and television sets to
witness the paradigm shift in overall governance process
of which Jan Bhagidari is the central theme.
Since the launch of the web portal, suggestions kept pouring in from people from all walks of life. Out of these, some
of the suggestions received special mention by Sinha during
Awaam ki Awaaz programme broadcast.
He expressed his gratitude to all the citizens for making
valuable contributions in making the developmental
process more people-centric.
Speaking on the suggestions about development of small
companies, promotion of women entrepreneurs and loan assistance to the entrepreneurs of J&K from Small Industrial
Development Bank of India (SIDBI) , the LG said that the
four types of incentives extended to both small and big companies in the new Industrial Development Scheme of Rs.
28,400 crore for Jammu and Kashmir by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will benefit both new and extant industries
and businesses.
"We are determined to create an ecosystem for budding
and existing women entrepreneurs across the Union Territory by providing financial assistance and training. A new
scheme 'Tejaswini' was announced on International
Women's Day, under which interest free financial assistance will be provided to women between the age group of 18
to 35 years," the LG responded during the programme.
He informed that SIDBI is in the top priority list of the
administration with its two offices to be fully functional in the
UT very soon.
The LG assured all those associated with handicrafts that

the administration is committed to the development and
promotion of these world-class products of Jammu and
Kashmir.
"MoUs have been signed with FlipKart and Amazon, besides GI tagging of various products is also being done to
provide a global market to the local handicraft products.
The country's well-known design houses would also be
roped in so that they can buy the products directly from the
weavers," he added.
The LG acknowledged the huge contribution of frontline
health warriors in the fight against Covid pandemic.
On healthcare facilities, he said the Ayushman Bharat -SEHAT has been launched with a noble objective of providing universal health coverage in J&K with free treatment
up to Rs 5 lakh without discrimination. He also urged everyone to get themselves registered in the health scheme at the
earliest.
He said that Azaadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav is also being celebrated to commemorate the 75th Independence Day of
the country. The national festival holds the spirit of freedom movement and expresses gratitude to the great personalities of J&K, who have made invaluable contribution in
the freedom struggle, art, literature, social service and economic development. The younger generation is also being
made aware of their sacrifices and contributions.
"J&K has always been a sacred land on which Shaiva darshan, Buddhist and Sufi philosophy flourished. We should
diligently carry out our duties with utmost dedication and
take pledge for the welfare of the society, the good of the
country and the bright future of Jammu and Kashmir in
this Azaadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav," he said.
"Agriculture and Horticulture sector has immense
growth potential and the UT administration is making all efforts to provide best facilities to our farmers," the LG remarked.
"Now, the development of the villages will be decided by
the villagers themselves. This year, the funds allocation to
panchayats has also been doubled. I hope all the people will
come together to formulate a people-centric development
plan and work with full enthusiasm for the betterment of
fellow citizens," the LG said.
"In the coming years, the new Industrial Development
Scheme will take industries up to the block level and will
go a long way in providing employment opportunities to
the youth in their own areas and making villages self-sufficient. The J&K administration is making efforts at various
fronts to promote different models of online education and
is taking appropriate steps in this regard," he added.
During the programme, the LG also extended his heartiest greetings to the people on the occasion of Navratri and the
holy month of Ramzan.
He also called upon people of all sections of society to
participate in the mega celebrations of the Prakash Utsav of
Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji for the next one year, for which
preparations were being made across Jammu and Kashmir. He also urged people to follow the path shown by
Bharat Ratna Baba Saheb Ambedkar for creating equal and
just society.
"I express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone listening to
this program," he said.

Kavinder felicitates IAS qualifier

topper to recall his life up to the day of the UPSC result, the
challenges he faced and use the opportunities he will now
have, to bring about positive changes in the system, and the
lives of common people.
He emphasised that during the last more than six years
since the Modi government has taken over the reins of central government, the parameters of governance had risen
high and now the accountability, transparency, public expectations and media scrutiny were much higher.
He told the topper that he is entering the services at one of
the best times in the history of post-independent India,
when under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India would
soon be a frontline nation of the world.
Urging the young IAS topper to keep learning, thinking
and innovating, Gupta said, "Good governance is what we
need today."
He stressed that governance has to be efficient with a system that is transparent and responds to people's needs and
aspirations. "It has to be a system that delivers and creates
conditions for growth and development," he said.
"Legislature may make policies and laws but it is their actual implementation on ground that matters. A government
will be remembered by the delivery of service. It is the duty
of civil servants to ensure that people get their entitlements
without delay. Whatever post you hold, you should create a
record in good work so that people remember you later,"
he told the young civil servant.

IGP inaugurates 3rd PPCPL

JAMMU, APRIL 18: Inspector General of Police,
Jammu Zone, Mukesh Singh inaugurated the 3rd Police
Public Cricket Premier League (PPCPL) at KC Sports Club
(KCSC) grounds, here. The is being held under the banner of
Zonal Police Headquarters Jammu in collaboration with
senior cricketers and KCSC.
Chandan Kohli (SSP Jammu) was the guest of honour
while SP Naresh, Shahid Parvez and Surinder Bagal, senior
cricketers, were special guests. Others who present included Rajesh Gill (Chief Prosecuting Officer), Hamid
Choudhary (Dy SP DAR), Kousheen Koul (SDPO Domana),
Sudhir Singh, RP Singh, Saleem Ur Rehman and teams
owners.
including Amit Sharma owner of KAP Smashers, Sanjeev
Mahajan & Rohit Gupta owners of Elite Tigers, Raj Singh
Khadyal owner of friends Club Kathua, Tajinder Singh
owner of Vriddhi Roylas, Avinash Kumar owner of Game
Changer, Raj Khajuria of Samar Strikers and Dr. Rohit Kumar and Naveen Koul of Game Changer Rising stars.
While speaking on the occasion, the Chief Guest ADGP
Jammu stated that the main objective of the J&K Police is to
engage the youths at grass root level in different sports activities so that they become able to showcase their sports skills
and maintain a positive view in studies and sports. He further said that Cricket is the main game in our country which
unites all section of the society besides there are lot of scope
and career in cricket so youths must adopt the game of
cricket as a career.

